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North Yorkshire Health Task Group 

Minutes of Meeting Held on 12th April, 2016. 
Held at  

The Folk Hall 
New Earswick, York 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  Item 

1 

 
 
 

Introductions 
 
Richard Dalby welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and everyone introduced 
themselves.   
 
Apologies were noted from: Di Lofthouse 
MBE, David Bruce, Julie Dodsworth, Sue 
Lear, Sarah Kenny. 
 
Richard read out the ground rules.  
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Key Actions from the last meeting. 
 
Actions were updated and will be sent 
separately from Minutes. 
 

3.  Self Advocate Vice Co Chair Vacancy 
 
Julie Dodsworth put forward her name to be 
Vice Co Chair for the North Yorkshire Health 
Task Group. Unfortunately Julie could not 
attend the meeting so Belinda Croce, Key 
Ring, read out Julie’s Statement saying why 
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she would like to be Vice Co Chair. The 
Statement will follow on another e mail.  
There was a unanimous vote in favour of 
Julie Dodsworth becoming Vice Co Chair.  
This will be taken forward to the next North 
Yorkshire Health Task Group Meeting.  
 

4. 

 

Updates from All Local Health Task 
Groups 
 
As there have been no local health task 
groups since our last meeting there were no 
updates. Instead self advocates wanted to 
raise these issues: 
 

a)  Transforming Care involvement of 
self advocates. Mark Hamblin gave a 
presentation.  This was about the lack 
of involvement of Self advocates and 
family carers in the transforming care 
agenda. Presentation will be in a 
following e mail. 
Following this presentation Richard 
Dalby gave an update on Transforming 
Care.   This is a 3 year plan from 2016 to 
2019 published by NHS England. The 
aim is to reduce the number of people 
with a learning disability and or autism 
who are in hospital to receive 
specialised care and to increase the 
support in the community. We have 
been writing the plan since Christmas 
2015 and it has to be finished by end of 
May 2016. The plan will be put into 
Easy Read. 

 
Lynne Taylor, Health Facilitator, said that the 
Plan was being produced but no Self 
Advocate or Carer had fed into this Plan. 
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Richard Dalby replied that going ahead there 
will be one representative supporting Self 
Advocates in the Transforming Care Group. 
Lynne Taylor made a suggestion about 
having a Shadow Group.  Tees Esk and 
Wear Valley NHS have a Shadow Group and 
the feedback is very good.  Lynne Taylor 
invited Richard Dalby to a Shadow Group. 
 
Julian Whaley, Consultant Psychiatrist, 
asked who is replacing Joss Harbron on the 
Transforming Care Partnership Board? Cathy 
Clark and Sue Carty are replacing Joss 
Harbron. Julian Whaley said he had had a 
meeting with the Local Area Manager of the 
Learning Disability Team and he was 
surprised how little the Team were aware of 
the Care and Treatment Reviews and the 
Transforming Care Partnership Board. 
 
Action  

 Richard Dalby will discuss this issue 
with Julian Whaley. Julian Whaley will 
also contact Cathy Clark. 

 Belinda Croce asked how Self 
Advocates can get involved in a 
Shadow Group re Transforming Care 
Groups. 

 Richard Dalby will discuss with Lynne 
Taylor re Shadow Board and how it 
works. Will then feedback. 

 
Julian Whaley said it would be good to get 
feedback on how Care and Treatment 
Reviews are progressing.  From what he is 
aware there is no Local Authority 
involvement with Care and Treatment 
Reviews. Would like an update. 
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Action   Richard Dalby will get an update for 
the next meeting. 
 
 
b) Hospital flagging – autism.   Tony 

Howden gave a presentation on ‘Patient 
Flagging System’ - The Flagging System 
is when a coloured flag is marked on a 
patient’s notes to tell the staff the patient 
may need extra support because they 
have a learning disability. Presentation 
will follow on another 
email.  
 

Ben Haywood, Learning Disability Nurse, 
said that York Hospital do not have a flagging 
system.  Care Plans are written and if a 
patient asks for it, they will have a flag on 
their notes. There are not the resources to do 
this for everyone. This has been raised with 
the Autism Strategy Group. Lynne Taylor 
said in her area it is useful if there is 
something in a person’s notes. It would be 
good if there was a system. 
 
Action Richard Dalby will find out where the 
Action Plan is regarding the Self Assessment 
Plan for Autism.  He will report back. 
 
Ben Haywood said in the meantime in the 
Scarborough area flags are put on patient’s 
notes if they need extra support when they 
are seen by a GP.  
 
Julian Whaley said that one thing they find 
that helps a person with a learning disability 
when they go into hospital is to use the 
hospital passport.  It would be helpful to 
speak to the Autism Strategy Group to find 
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out what they think. 
 
Action  Richard Dalby will talk the Autism 
Strategy Group. 
 
Julian Whaley did say that we need to think 
carefully about how the flagging system 
works. It is best not to single a person out. A 
system for identifying additional needs 
makes someone different because they have 
a learning disability. 
c) Rights and Responsibilities -  
Christopher Porter gave a presentation on 
Making a Complaint. This presentation was 
about the results of the rights and 
responsibilities questionnaire. Some people 
said they did not know how to make a 
complaint about their health care. 
Presentation will follow on another e mail. 

 
Lynne Taylor did say that Health have the 
biggest gap when making a complaint. 
Supporters need empowerment to complain 
on a person’s behalf.  Belinda Croce, said 
that they had asked the Patient Liaison 
Service at Tees Esk and Wear Valley for a 
breakdown of how many complaints have 
been made by people with a learning 
disability during 2014 and 2015? The reply 
was no complaints had been made by 
someone with a learning disability. 
 
Richard Dalby said that carers do need to 
take a degree of responsibility. However the 
complaints systems needs to be made easier 
so that anyone can use this.  
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Action   
 

 Richard Dalby will go back to the 
Clinical Commissioning Group to raise 
the issue of easy accessibility. 

 Lynne Taylor will raise this with Tees 
Esk and Wear Valley. 

 We will invite Clover Leaf to a Meeting. 

 Lynne Taylor and Julian Whaley will 
take to Quality Assurance Meeting. 

 

5. 

 

Transforming Care Update Richard Dalby 
gave this update earlier in the meeting. 
 

6.  Valuing People and the Health 
Assessment Framework report and Action 
Plan.  
 
Lynne Taylor, Health Facilitator, has visited 4 
GP Practices in Scarborough over a period of 
3 months.  She has found that not everybody 
with learning disabilities are getting 
consistent annual health checks. Also as a 
result of the annual health checks how many 
people have got an action plan?  
 
Every GP Practice uses its own template for 
the annual health check. Brook Square 
Surgery in Scarborough asked more 
questions. 
 
Lynne said that in Hambleton/Richmond/ 
Whitby, York area and Harrogate, half of the 
people with a learning disability have had a 
health check.  In Scarborough only 30% have 
had a health check.  However any 
information that is taken direct from GP 
systems is not necessarily quite accurate. 
We need to do some more research.  
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Julian Whaley asked what the figures for 
Craven were? Richard Dalby, Senior 
Commissioning Specialist, said we do not 
know what the figures are for the Craven 
area as this is not part of the health area we 
cover. 
 
Julian Whaley then asked how these figures 
actually relate to the people who sign up to 
provide annual health checks? Richard Dalby 
said they would look into this.  
 
Belinda Croce, Keyring, asked regarding the 
Self Assessment Framework has 
Government made any targets as to how 
many people with a learning disability should 
be getting an annual health check? 
 
It was concluded that the Health Task Group 
will set some targets. 
 
Lynne Taylor has been liaising with 
Scarborough and Ryedale Clinical 
Commissioning Group. They will be having a 
meeting in May and Lynne will be writing a 
report for this meeting. 
 
Lynne Taylor did remind everybody that the 
GP Practices that sign up to do the Health 
Checks have training every 6 months.  
 
Julian Whaley said that we need to discuss 
future Strategy in the Transforming Care 
Group. In the future when there is lower 
levels of Health input there will be more 
people in crisis if the lower level of 
intervention is not looked at now. 
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Mark Hamblin showed everybody an article 
from the Scarborough News. The article gave 
a list of the best and worst  GP Practices in 
Scarborough and the Scarborough area.  
 
Action   
 

 Richard Dalby and Lynne Taylor are 
going to have a meeting to look more 
thoroughly into information provided 
from GP practices regarding figures 
provided for annual health checks.  

 

7.  North Yorkshire Safe Places  Mark Hamblin 
gave a presentation. The presentation will 
follow in another e mail. 
 
The Safe Places Launch will take place on 
5th May, 2016.  Volunteers will be carrying 
out tests to make sure the scheme works – 
secret shoppers. Tony Howden said they 
have got 5 volunteers in the Selby area. 
 
Action  Tony Howden will report back at the 
next meeting as to how things went with the  
mystery shoppers. 
 

8.  The Use of Medicines in People with a 
Learning Disability. We follow national 
guideline but we have not had any updates 
as yet so we will talk about this at a future 
meeting. 
 

9  Any Other Business   

 Karen Murray said the Manager of 
Respite Services at Skipton is having 
difficulties when a client is fully funded 
with a personal health budget. 
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People who attended:  
Richard Dalby  
 

Senior Commissioning Specialist – Mental 
Health and Vulnerable Adults 

Celestino Cansado-
Fernandez 

Representative for the Hambleton and 
Richmondshire Local Group  

Steve Grant Support Worker 
Pam Cripps Carer 
Belinda Croce Keyring 
Mark Hamblin Scarborough, Whitby and Ryedale Local 

Area Group 
Richard Hicklin Support Worker 
Christoper Porter Self Advocate Harrogate and Craven 
Ben Haywood Learning Disability Nurse 

Action  Skipton comes under a different 
Health Authority so Julian Whaley will look 
into this. 
 

 Belinda Croce asked if a Health 
representative from Selby and District 
could be part of the Health Task Group. 

 In Settle and Harrogate Self advocates 
have been talking to their local dental 
services. At the Harrogate specialist 
dentist they have produced an Easy 
Read booklet with pictures showing 
what happens when you go to the 
Dentist. Mark Hamblin said that this is a 
really good idea and he would like his 
dentist to have a book like this. Self 
advocates suggested the specialist 
dental clinic in Harrogate puts this book 
on the website so it can be downloaded. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Date of next meeting:  26th July, 2016, at 
10.00 am at Folk Hall, New Earswick.  
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Tony Howden Health Representative, Selby Local Area 
Group 

Stewart Finney Representative from Scarborough Local 
Area Group 

Julian Whaley Consultant Psychiatrist 
Karen Murray Keyring Support Worker 
Lynne Taylor Strategic Health Facilitator 
Peter Radley Student Nurse 
Susan Watson Minute taker, NYCC 

 
 
 


